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ASEM
Interfaith Cultural Youth Camp Project
Bangkok, Thailand
6-12 February  2009
PARTICIPANT APPLICATION FORM

	Kindly complete this form and send by e-mail to 
Mr. Natee Vichitsorasatra at nateev@mfa.go.th  by or before 15 January  2009. 
 Please do not make any arrangements until you have received official confirmation from us.


	Personal Details

	Title
	Please select one:  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Mr    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Ms

	First name
	      

	Middle name
	     

	Last name
	     

	Nationality
	     

	Religion
	     

	Date of birth
	                               Place of birth

	Telephone
	     

	E-mail
	     


---------------------------------------------


 The members of the ASEM (The Asia-Europe Meeting) Process are the following: Austria, Belgium, Brunei Darussalam, Bulgaria, Cambodia, China, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Indonesia, India, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Korea, Laos, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malaysia, Malta, Mongolia, Myanmar, Netherlands, Pakistan, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Singapore, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Thailand, United Kingdom, Vietnam, the European Commission and the ASEAN Secretariat.
	School / University / Organisation Represented

	Current education / position   
	

	Details of the School /

University /

Organisation  
	Name
	     

	
	Street
	     

	
	City 
	                             Postal Code

	
	Country
	     

	
	Phone
	                             Fax

	
	E-mail
	     


	Tell us about you

	1. When was the last time you talked to someone coming from a different faith? What was                 the discussion about ?
2.  List the qualities that you feel you have that might make our youth camp special. 
3. What are your expectations from participating in our youth camp ? 
4. What policy or measure you would like to suggest to promote dialogue and harmony between members of different faiths? 

5. If you are selected, how do you plan to use your experience to create further harmony and peaceful coexistence within the global community?



	Accommodation and Meals

	The organisers shall cover all meals, local transportation and accommodation during the dates of the camp according to the planned program. Participants arriving earlier or preferring to stay for additional nights at the hotel may do so at their own expense. The participants have to arrange for their own  Personal Travelling Insurance during their stay in Thailand. 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Special Diet required.  Please specify:      
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No dietary requirement


	Additional Information

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Any special requirements (medical / health, etc.) Please specify: 

	Please indicate below to inform organisers about any other important and relevant fact regarding your participation in the Youth Camp:

	

	IMPORTANT NOTE: Kindly include the following when submitting your application:

( Most recent curriculum vitae and a brief biographical note
( Recent Photo (in jpg or bmp format)


	For more information, please contact 
Mr. Natee Vichitsorasatra 
Department of European Affairs,  Ministry of Foreign Affairs , Bangkok , THAILAND

Tel  +66 2 643 5000 ext 3277   Fax + 66 2 643 5146     
E-mail address :  nateev@mfa.go.th or european02@mfa.go.th 



ASEM Interfaith Cultural Youth Camp Project 

proposed by Thailand
Background

The ASEM Interfaith Cultural Youth Camp Project stems from the ASEM Interfaith Dialogue created to promote tolerance and harmonious co-existence amongst different faiths and beliefs, as well as to share concerns on and find means to prevent the trend of radicalization and the spread of extremism across boundaries.  In promoting mutual understanding among all faiths and beliefs, the ASEM Interfaith Dialogue (IFD) also aims to encourage peace and harmony, with evolving themes - gradually translating ideas into action from IFD1 in Bali (2005), IFD2 in Larnaca (2006), IFD3 in Nanjing (2007), to the latest IFD4 held recently in Amsterdam (2008).  

Thailand has been an active participant in the ASEM IFD framework and co-hosted together with the Netherlands the IFD4 under the theme “Interfaith Dialogue in Practice: Sharing Best Practices,” held during 3-5 June 2008, in Amsterdam.  The Foreign Minister of Thailand, H.E. Mr. Noppadon Pattama, and the Foreign Minister of the Netherlands, H.E. Mr. Maxime Verhagen, co-hosted the event which was attended by 150 participants.  Thailand also sent 4 experts/academicians to participate in the working groups as panellists – thus reaffirming Thailand’s commitment to the Dialogue and its objectives. 

Objective

The ASEM Interfaith Cultural Youth Camp Project is a concrete proposal based on the theme of the 4th ASEM Interfaith Dialogue, giving emphasis to the role of religious education within the dialogue. In the Working Group entitled “Interfaith dialogue and religious education,” the participants emphasised the role of comparative studies of different religions in promoting common values and generating better understanding through religious teachings.


As a country with a rich cultural and religious diversity, Thailand’s decision to implement this project seeks to offer a unique opportunity for young participants from ASEM partners to witness for themselves what is considered to be a norm in Thailand: temples, mosques, and churches situated next to one another and people of different faiths living together in harmony.  In addition, the project aims to encourage constructive discussion among the young participants to enhance mutual understanding, share their views and find ways to respect the inherent value of other cultures, faiths, and beliefs in order to learn how to co-exist peacefully in this world in the long term. 

Methodology


The ASEM Interfaith Cultural Youth Camp makes use of a hands-on approach for the participants to promote better understanding between faiths and beliefs through communication and dialogue. 

The project combines two key approaches - firstly, on-site cultural tours to various communities of different faiths with interactive discussions amongst the participants of the Camp. During the on-site tours, the participants will be able to observe how people of different faiths live together harmoniously. Subsequently, they will be encouraged to interact with the local communities and discuss the local communities’ ways of life.


Secondly, the informal discussions, seminars and group reports, are designed to encourage a frank and constructive debate on faith and approaches to create harmony between faiths. The discussions will generate from the first-hand experience of the on-site tours and interactions with the local communities of different faiths  which they have gained.

Programme of Visit


The ASEM Interfaith Cultural Youth Camp will take place during 6-12 February 2009, in Thailand. A tentative programme is attached hereto.
Criteria for participation

Thailand will host one representative aged between 18-25 years old (studying at high school or university level) from each ASEM partner, as well as one representative from the European Commission ; and one representative from the ASEAN Secretariat. At the Camp, the participants will be joined by 10 Thai youth representatives as well as supervised by 10 Thai officials, and accompanied by  cultural tour guides.


For each participant, Thailand will bear the costs of meals and room accommodation , including local transportation to all the planned sites according to the  programme.  
Potential Impact


Bringing together the youth of 45 ASEM partners to discuss the increasingly controversial issues concerning faith is, in itself, a tangible step in translating the interfaith dialogue from ideas to action. With a unique opportunity for the participants to observe, first-hand, how Thailand’s different faith communities can communicate peacefully and live together in harmony even in the same locale, Thailand can provide the appropriate setting for a useful debate on how both intra-faith and interfaith dialogues can complement one another.


ASEM’s selected youth representatives will be able to return to their home countries with memories of how communities of different faiths and beliefs can indeed live together in harmony. Equally important, they will be able to gain a deeper understanding, through debate and discussions, of the importance of promoting interfaith dialogue. More importantly, they can share these experiences and insights with other youths on interfaith and dialogue. This is one of initial steps in embedding the desirable values of tolerance and understanding between potential leading members of ASEM partners’ communities.

Extended registration deadline 

15 January  2009
– Tentative Programme – 
ASEM Interfaith Cultural Youth Camp Project

6-12 February 2009
Friday  6 
All day
–   Participants arrive in Bangkok


–   Thai students join as host


–   Check-in (hotel in Bangkok)

Evening
–   Welcome dinner for all participants
Saturday 7

09.00

–   Depart the hotel to Chitralada Palace

10.00
–   Visit His Majesty’s Royal Chitralada Projects

12.00
–   Lunch

13.00
–   En route to Bang Saen, Cholburi Province

15.00
–   Visit the Institute of Marine Science, Burapha University

16.30
–   Visit Bang Saen Beach (if time allows: Ang Sila, Kao Sam Muk,)

18.00
–   Dinner 

19.00
–   En route back to Bangkok 
21.00
–   Arrive at the hotel

Sunday 8

09.00

–   Depart the hotel to visit Wat Saket / Golden Mount Temple


11.00

–   En route to Lopburi Province


12.00

–   Lunch

14.30
–   Visit Wat Phra Baht Namphu, the Buddhist temple that cares for    HIV/AIDS patients

16.00
–   En route back to Bangkok

19.00
–   Dinner at Baiyoke Sky Hotel ( tbc )
21.00
–   Return to the hotel 

Monday 9

08.30

–   Depart to Thonburi District, Bangkok

09.30

–   Visit 5 different communities in Wat Kalaya Sub-district: 




     1)  Wat Kalaya community – Buddhists




     2)  Gudichin community – Christians / Santa Cruz Church


12.00

–   Lunch


13.30

–   Wat Kalaya Sub-district (continued)




     3)  Gudikao community – Islams / Bangluang Mosque




     4)  Kian-an-keng Shrine community – Chinese (Fujian)




     5)  Wat Phradittharam community – Mon (Ramanese)


17.00

–   En route back to Bangkok

18.00 – 19.00 
–   Return to the hotel


19.15 – 21.00 
–   Dinner / Informal discussion on lessons learned
Tuesday 10 
08.30

–   Depart to Ayudhya Province

10.30
–   Visit UNESCO world heritage site (Wat Yai Chaimongkon 

     Bang-pa-in) / Chinese-style temple grounds (Wat Sam Po

     Kong)

12.00

–   Visit the Support Arts and Crafts International Centre of  

                             Thailand
13.00

–   Lunch

14.00
–   A brief meeting with Mr. Damrong Puttan, former Bangkok 

                             Senator 

15.00
–   Presentation about Muslim community in Ayudhya by  

                             President of the Islamic Committee of Ayudhya

16.30

–   Visit Muslim communities and mosques

19.00

–   Check-in (hotel in Ayudhya)

19.15 – 21.00 –   Dinner / Informal discussion on lessons learned

Wednesday 11
07.30

–   Depart from Hotel 

08.30
–   Visit the first Christian Church in Thailand (Saint Joseph’s 

                             Church) built in 1666 (French Architecture)

10.00

–   Visit Portuguese community in Ayudhya
11.00

–   Visit Vietnamese-descendent Catholic community (Maitra, 

     Bangsai)

12.00

–   Lunch

13.00

–   Seminar to discuss experiences and viewpoints

–   5 working groups: find ways to disseminate what have been 

     learned to others at home


14.30

–   Group report


16.00

–   Closing Session

18.00

–   Dinner 
Thursday 12

09.00

–   En route back to Bangkok


11.00 onwards
–   Departure of participants
**************
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