Key messages – EU Nobel Peace Prize

OPPORTUNITIES & MESSAGES

Opportunities
The Prize is a great occasion to make people in Europe and throughout the world aware of what makes the EU so special. 

It is also an opportunity to inject new life in the EU peace message, often perceived as out-dated. 

The award should serve not only as a tribute to past achievements but also as an encouragement for current and future endeavours; directed not only to leaders and institutions, but also to all European citizens. Indeed everyone in Europe has a stake in protecting peace and democratic values for future generations. 

The Prize is also an opportunity to recall the EU's work to promote peace beyond its borders and throughout the world. 

Messages
The Nobel Peace Prize is a strong reminder of what makes the EU so special and why it should be cherished. 

The Prize should be a source of…:

… PRIDE

· in the extraordinary achievements of the European project: a continent which had consumed itself in war for centuries has become a continent unified in peace and democratic values, and one of the stronger supporters of peace throughout the world. Here the emphasis should be on reconciliation between archenemies (and not just between France and Germany, but also between Germany and Poland, in the Balkans etc) now united in a common endeavour to make war between themselves politically impossible, by making it materially impossible. Nobody should underestimate the strength of the political bonds holding our Union together. 
· in the fact that this a truly common achievement: the work not just of leaders and institutions but of generations of Europeans from so many countries (27 and counting!), who have overcome division and learnt to know each other better and work together. It is therefore truly a prize for 500 million European citizens.
… RESPONSIBILITY

· a reminder our Union should not be taken for granted:  Securing and strengthening Europe as we know it, united in peace and democracy, is a constant, day to day work, that requires the involvement and support of all Europeans.

· a call of duty for leaders: especially at such difficult times for Europe, the Prize is a strong call on EU and national leaders to carry the work of their predecessors forward.

… INSPIRATION

· for the future, and especially for younger generations: the audacity of the Union's founding fathers, the relentless work carried out over generations to bring together our countries and citizens ever closely together – those are the strongest reminders that impossible is not European (. Since the Nobel Prize ceremony happens to take place on the International and European Human Rights Day, and only two days before the EP's Sakharov Prize is awarded, it is a timely moment to reflect on human rights and democratic values.
· for countries or regions yearning for peace: despite plenty of caveats (and without sounding patronising), the European Union is still one of the most successful peacekeeping projects, demonstrating that reconciliation is possible and how powerful agreeing on a new beginning can be.

General considerations
- Overall messages should be understandable to an EU and international audience alike.

- There is a real need to extend beyond English only (last minute bureaucratese translations is not a solution).
